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348 On the Mont de Piete System [January, 

On the Monts de Piete of Rome, Genoa, Turin, and Paris, and other 
Paivnbroking Establishments on the Continent. By Henry John 
Porter, Esq., F.S.S. 

[Read before the Statistical Section of the British Association, 3rd August, 1841.] 
The first institution of this kind, according to the authority of Mr. Bar- 
ring-ton, of Limerick, may be traced to a period immediately preceding 
the Christian era. The Emperor Augustus, early in his reign, created 
a fund from the confiscated property of criminals, for lending to the poor 
on pledges, which were double the value of the sum required ; but no 
interest was required. 

Tiberius also created a fund, and gave loans for a period of three 
years on landed security of double the value of the loan. Alexander 
Severus lent to the poor, without interest, for the purpose of purchasing 
land, — repayment being made by instalments from the produce of their 
industry. These examples in ancient times were followed in modern 
Italy, where similar institutions received every encouragement from the 
Popes of Rome. It will be unnecessary to mention the various places 
and dates of their successive establishment, further than to state that in 
the sixteenth century a great number of them were opened with the 
most beneficial results. A long and warm contest was carried on 
between the Franciscans and Dominicans, as to the merits of these insti- 
tutions, — the latter opposing them as illegal and usurious, and the former 
ably defending them ; but the matter was set at rest by Pope Leo X., 
in the tenth sitting of the Council of Lateran, when it was declared that 
lending houses were legal and useful ; and this decision was subsequently 
confirmed by a decree of the Council of Trent. For some time there 
was much difficulty in establishing Monts de Piete" out of Italy, as Pro- 
testants were unwilling to imitate any institution originating at the Court 
of Rome j but this futile objection could not long be maintained, and 
in 1568 one was established at Amsterdam by the magistrates, at the 
recommendation of William, Prince of Orange. 

I shall confine myself in this paper to the account of such of these 
institutions as I have personally inspected, and after having successfully 
established several in Ireland, on the same principle, it maybe imagined 
with what pleasure I visited the Monte di Pieta of Rome, which is the 
oldest pawnbroking establishment in existence. The following extract 
respecting the origin and early character of this institution, is taken from 
an old volume which I found in one of the libraries of Rome, entitled 

The Pious Institutions of Rome, 1689. 

" No person can entertain the least doubt, not merely of the utility but 
of the necessity of the institution of a Monte di Pieta in every city and 
large town, and especially in Rome, the universal country and asylum, 
whither the destitute of the whole world repair for the relief of their 
necessities. The original founder of this great work of benevolence in 
Rome was Padre Giovanni Calvo, commissary-general of the Roman 
Court, a Franciscan of the Order of Minorites, who obtained the sanction 
of Paul III. for an association of some persons of distinction, whom he 
had united for this object. This pontiff not only approved of the insti- 
tution of the present sacred Monte di Piet&, but assisted the undertaking 
with money, enriched it with indulgences and privileges, and conferred 
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on it all the favours and endowments* which are enjoyed by other similar 
institutions, in whatever part of the world established. These ample 
grants were afterwards confirmed by several Popes, his successors. 

"The sacred 'Monte di Pieta' has for its object the advance of sums 
of money, in each case not exceeding 30 crowns,f to the poor and to 
necessitous persons of every description, on the security of pledges. 

" This is accomplished by the contribution of funds to the institution 
by individuals actuated by benevolent and charitable motives, or by 
investments from parties who are apprehensive of danger in retaining 
large sums in their keeping, and deposit them with the establishment for 
greater security. The pledges which are taken from day to day are 
retained for 18 months, after which time, if the owner fail to appear, or 
to send and redeem them, they are sold by auction publicly, and with 
strict fairness, to the highest bidder. The proceeds are applied towards 
satisfying the claims of the establishment, including interest, at the rate 
of two per cent, on the loan, and the surplus is carried to the account of 
the owner of the pledge, and is paid to him. Thus the greatest amount 
of accommodation and public utility is effected. 

" This benevolent institution is governed by a fraternity, called by the 
name of the Monte di Pieta, which every year deputes 40 distinguished 
members for the direction of its affairs. This body meets weekly to 
deliberate on all that is required for the maintenance of the establish- 
ment, which may be regarded as the common patrimony of the poor and 
the rich, and the great mansion of all. 

" Sextus V., in addition to other benefits conferred on this Association, 
including the purchase, with his own money, to the amount of 1,000 
crowns, of a palace in the Torre Sanguigna for the deposit of pledges, 
invested the Company with the degree of archfraternity, and conferred 
the privilege of associating other companies of similar institutions, 
endowing them with various other privileges and indulgences. He had 
in view thus to excite the devotion and united labours of the faithful to 
the promotion of this good work. 

" The costume of the association does not include the ' besace.' \ Its de- 
vice is a Pieta, or representation of Pity, with five mountains, and its feast 
is kept on Tuesday of the Octaves of the Pentecost with great solemnity. 

" This benevolent institution was regarded with peculiar favour by 
Pope Clement VIII., who, in addition to other benefactions, confirmed 
generally all the concessions made by former Popes, especially the appli- 
cation of judicial deposits originally granted by Gregory XII. The 
palace presented by Sextus V. being also inadequate to the continually 
increasing accumulation of pledges, Gregory procured the removal of the 
establishment to another commodious palace on the Piazza di Sanmar- 
tinello, which being purchased, together with many of the adjoining 
houses, was rendered fit for all the purposes of the institution, as it now 
exists, the splendid ornament of that sacred place and of the city. 

" Different statutes were subsequently passed for the good regulation 
of this establishment, which may well be designated the common asylum 

* The term in the original is " indulti," these being the letters by which the Pope 
confers on a society, or on individual persons, the privilege of appointing to certain 
benefices, or of enjoying them in a mode different from the cubtomary tenure. 

f A. little more than 6/. sterling. 

I The " besace" is the small bag or pocket for alms, worn by the mendicant friars, 
and hence might be deemed appropriate for members of a charitable institution. 
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of the poor and of every condition of persons, whilst in dependence on 
this institution rest the preservation and security of nearly all the pious 
foundations, monasteries, hospitals, and churches, and the greater part 
of the families of Rome. 

" These statutes were happily commenced, whilst the sacred Monte di 
Pieta enjoyed the protection of San Carlo Borromeo, now the Cardinal, 
nephew of Pius IV. They were afterwards continued by Guastavillani, 
now chamberlain of the holy church, and attained their maturity under 
the Cardinal Aldobrandini, nephew of Clement VIII. Finally they 
were established and promulgated by authority under Alexander VII." 

Not content with this extract, I procured an introduction to the Ge- 
nerale, who is at the head of the Franciscans at the Arracoli in Rome, and 
his secretary, Pater Antonio, most kindly sought out the following notice 
in the records of that monastery : — 

" 1541. John Calvus, son of Calvus, was a native of the kingdom of 
Corsica, and educated in the province of Corsica. He was a man 
renowned for his learning, skill, and suavity of manners. He held the 
office of Commissario in the Court of Rome, where he was selected at 
the general assembly at Mantua to regulate the whole order of Francis- 
cans. He was the first person to institute the Monte di Pieta. He was 
eminent for a two-fold apostolic office. He was theological advocate at 
the Council of Trent, esteemed by Pope Paul III. and by the Kings of 
France and Lusitania. He died at Trent 21st January, 1547, having 
held olfice for six years." 

The following tables exhibit the operations of this institution during 
the year 1839 : — 

Sagro Monte di Pietd di Roma (established 1539.) 



1839. 



Number 
of Articles. 



Amount lent. 



Average 

Amount lent 

on each. 



Remaining in Store) 

31st Dec, 1838 J 

Pawned in 1839 . 

Total . . 

Sent out of Store, be 
ing Redeemed . 

Remaining in Storel 
31st Dec, 1839 .J 



94,872 
306,161 



Scudi. Baioc 
349,849 90 

925,327 10 



401,033 

287,234 



1,275,177 
891,259 



113,799 



383.918 



£. s. d. 
75,800 16 3 

200,487 10 9 



£. s. d. 
13 1 



276,288 7 
193,106 2 4 



13 5J 



83,182 4 8 



14 7; 



Amount of Capital in the Monte di) 
Pieta Department j 

Amount in actual Circulation 31st| 
Dec, 1839 J 

Balance remaining in hand . 



Scudi. Baioc. 
455,391 67^ 

383,918 



71,473 67£ 



£. *. d. 

98,668 3 9 

83,182 4 8 



15,485 19 1 



The greatest amount lent in one sum is 12,000 scudi, or 2,600/., and 
he least sum lent to one person is 20 baiocchi, or \Q\d. The expenses 
of management amounted to 28,069 scudi, or 6,081/. 12s. 4d., the number 
of persons employed being 98; and the net profits in 1839 were 20,798 
scudi, or 4,506/. 4*. 8d. 
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In the banking department, commenced in 1584, the total amount 
lodged in 1839 was 1,914,568 scudi, or 414,823/., and the amount of 
drafts in the same year was 1,778.323 scudi, or 385,303/., leaving a 
balance or increase of capital to the amount of 136,245 scudi, or 29,520/. 

The Monte di Pieta of Rome embraces, as may be seen from the 
foregoing statements, two distinct departments, one for pawnbroking and 
the other for banking. The former is divided into Primo Monte, 
Secondo Monte, and Terzo Monte (first, second, and third Monte). 
The first and second are for the reception of goods on which the amount 
lent does not amount to a scudo (4.5. Ad.) ; the third is for articles of 
a higher value, on which the amount lent exceeds a scudo. 

To give some idea of the amount of the transactions, I may mention 
that the net profits of the year 1839, amounting to 20,798 scudi, or 
4,506/. of our money, do not include the transactions of a very large 
class of the borrowers, as the institution lends without any interest 
whatever to the most necessitous persons, provided the loan does not 
exceed one scudo ; and they are even permitted, if they please, to enter 
three separate pawns, and receive as much as three scudi as distinct 
loans, without interest; and to this class of borrowers the amount of 
80,000 scudi, or 17,333/. 6s. 8d., was lent in the year 1839. The 
expenses of management, stated at 6,081/. 12s. Ad., do not include 
pensions, which are given to about 30 retired officers of the institution, 
and widows and orphans of such as have died in the service of the 
Monte di Piet&. Officers are obliged to lodge five per cent, of their 
salaries for a retired fund, and, if they have served 40 years, they have 
the privilege of retirement on full pay from this fund; or if they please, 
they may, at the expiration of 20 years, retire on half-pay. Male orphans 
have a certain allowance until they attain the age of 21, and the females 
have assistance until they are married. The profits of the institution are 
applied to the increase of the capital, and in this manner the Monte di 
PietJt of Rome is possessed of property to the amount of 1,000,000 of 
scudi, or nearly 217,000/. This is partly invested in the public funds 
and partly in landed property, of which the institution possesses a large 
extent, in the neighbourhood of Civita Vecchia. 

The class of persons who make use of the Monte di Pieta of Rome, and 
derive so much benefit from the loans issued on goods, is not confined to 
the poor, who pay no interest ; but a very large amount is transacted 
with persons in trade and business in time of distress, and even the pro- 
perty of crowned heads has found its way into the institution. I shall 
name a few of the articles which I had in my hand, with their value, 
and the amount lent on each : — 



Description. 


Value. 


Amount lent. 


One diamond ring whichl 
weighed 66 grains . . .J 

A snuff box of gold, with al 
likeness of Louis XVIII., > 

A coronation gold medal) 

A diamond necklace . . 
Tiara of diamonds and a pearl 1 


Scudi. 
8,000 

5,000 
2,000 

250 
1,000 
2,500 


£. s. d. 
1,733 6 8 

1,083 6 
433 

54 3 4 
216 13 4 
541 13 4 


Scudi- 
4,500 

3,000 
1,100 

150 

706 

1,500 


£. «. d. 
975 

650 

238 6 

32 10 
152 19 4 
325 
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Not more than one-tenth of this valuable description of property is 
ever sold, nine-tenths being the average of the releases from the Terzo 
Monte, the pawns in which exceed 800,000. 

The government of the Monte di Pieta of Rome is vested in a pro- 
tector, who is the treasurer of Rome for the time being. This office was 
filled at the period of my visit by Cardinal Tosti. The resident director- 
general was Cavaliere Giovanni Pietro Campana, through whose kind- 
ness I was introduced to the secretary, Giuseppe Azzuri, and to this 
intelligent individual I feel deeply indebted for the anxiety he manifested 
to gratify my curiosity, and the patience with which he accompanied me 
in my frequent visits to the institution. His inquiries as to the progress 
of such establishments in Great Britain evinced a clear and most benevo- 
lent mind, and he has already made considerable proficiency in the 
English language, with a view to be better acquainted with the various 
charitable institutions for which England is so remarkable. 

Monte di Pieta di Livorno {Leghorn). 

The following is an account of the transactions of the Leghorn 
Mont de Piete in the year 1839. 



1839. 


Number of 
Articles. 


Amount. 


Redeemed .... 


225,938 


Tuscan lire. 
2,099,726 


£. 5. d. 
68,897 5 2 


135,571 
13,201 


1,100,250 

86,764 


36,101 19 1 
2,846 18 11 


Capital — Deposits, at 4 per Cent. . 

Deposits, without Interest, and) 
drawn at pleasure . . . j 
Interest nut jet claimed . 
Profits in one Year . . 


490,367 

460,168 

6,696 
50,968 


16,090 3 3 
15,105 15 10 

219 14 3 

1,672 7 9 


Expenditure — Salaries 

Auditors or Inspection of Books 


27,074 
560 

4,766 
22,151 

9,976 


888 7 4 
18 7 6 
156 7 8 
726 16 7 
327 6 9 


Interest at 4 per Cent. . . 
Interest at 5 per Cent, to Officers 

Total . . . 


64,527 


2,117 5 10 


Interest received .... 
Ditto at Montini .... 


63,074 
8,388 


2,069 12 4 
275 4 8 



Out of the profits there were contributed),. , CAft n . n ... , 

i a tr ' -. l <• /-<u \ r\ u Mire 1 ,500, or £49 4s. 5ei.; and 

to the Hospital for Cholera Orphans .) ' ' ' 

to the Poor House lire 10,000, or £328 2s. 6d. 

The Leghorn Mont de Pie'te' receives from every Tuscan vessel a certain 
tax, instituted by Government for its support ; also all persons acting as 
sureties for public offices are obliged to lodge the amount of their bond 
in the Mont de Pie'te' fund. 
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Monte di Pieta di Torino (Turin). 

At Turin I received much attention from the secretary during my 
short visit. The following tables I was permitted to compile from the 
books of the institution : — 



1810. 


Number of 
Articles. 


Amount. 


Pawned .... 
Redeemed .... 
Capital employed . • 


213,918 


Francs. 
2,634,570 


£. 
106,182 


5. 

16 


d. 



119,145 


1,341,321 


53,652 


16 


9 


• • 


1,284,955 


51,398 


4 









Francs. Cents. 
34,113 55 


£. 
1,364 


s 
10 


d. 
9 


54,725 70 


2,189 





6 


60 5 000 


2,400 









1839. 



Under 3 fr. . . 

From 3 to 10 fr. 
» 10 „ 20 „ 
„ 20 „ 50 „ 
„ 50 „ 100 „ 

Above 100 fr. . . 



Number 
of Articles 
Pawned. 



79.325 
70,774 
24,178 
16,443 
5,942 
3,389 



Amount received 
for Tickets Redeemed. 



Francs. 
3,966 

10,616 
6.044 
5,755 
2,971 
3,389 



£. *. 
158 12 
424 12 
241 13 
230 4 
118 16 
135 11 



Amount charged for Tickets. 



Under 3 fr. . . 

From 3 to 1 fr 
,, 10 „ 20 „ 
„ 20 ., 50 „ 
,, 50 ., 100 „ 

Above lOOfr. . 



Sous. 

1 

3 

5 

7 
10 
20 



The above statement of the Monte di Pieta at Turin shows that the 
interest received is small, the charge being only five per cent., while for 
a portion of the capital four per cent, is paid. This low rate of interest 
is, however, counteracted by a charge for tickets, on the plan of the 
English and Irish pawnbrokers, a plan which we may hope, eie long, to 
see abolished. The average daily number of pawns is 689. 

When goods are sold, five per cent, is retained, and the balance is paid 
to their owner if they are claimed within 12 months. 

The least sum lent is 30 sous, or 15d British. Three-fourths of 
the value is lent on gold and silver ; two-thirds, or a half, on clothes. 
Money is lent on Monday mornings without any interest, as it is the 
poorest class who frequent it on that day. 

The whole profits are handed over to the directors of St. Paul's charity 
at Turin, which assists various hospitals, &c, from its funds. 

Monte di Pieta di Genova (Genoa). 
In passing through Genoa I was not able to remain more than a few 
hours, therefore my visit to the Monte di Pieta was rather hurried, and 
the following table is all that I was able to extract of a statistical 
nature : — 
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From 1st Jan., 1840, to 19th Not., 1840. 



Number 
of Articles 



Pawned 

Pawned in one day, 19th Nov. ■ 

Amount of Pawns in Store at that! 

d.ite J 



90,020 
360 

58,335 



Francs. 
1,441,781 
9,183 

1,025,874 



£. s. d. 

57,671 4 9 

367 6 5 

41,034 19 2 



One of the rules of this institution is that no person is allowed to pawn, 
unless the individual is known, or his residence ascertained, or unless he 
is accompanied by a surety who is known ; nor are minors permitted to 
pledge articles unless they are accompanied by their parents or tutors. 

Articles of gold or silver, or other valuable articles which do not dete- 
riorate in value, are retained twelve months ; linens and other soft goods 
are not kept beyond six months, but they may be renewed and revalued. 
The interest charged on loans is ten per cent. 

Mont de Piete d'Aix. 

At Aix, in the south of France, I visited the Mont de Pie'te', but was 
unfortunate in not meeting the secretary of the institution. He, how- 
ever, called on me and supplied the information, from which I compiled 
the following table, showing that the extent of business is not considerable. 
The most valuable articles are either renewed or sold by auction, and 
those of lesser value are generally redeemed. 

The average amount lent on each article is much higher than in other 
towns on the continent, being nearly double the average, of loans in the 
Paris Mont de Pie'te : — 



1838. 


Number 
of Articles. 


Amount. 


Average 
Amount. 


Sold by Auction . 


4,168 

2,527 

1,003 

244 


Francs. 

109,335 

63,377 

38,780 

8,485 


£. s. d. 
4,373 8 
2,535 1 7 
1,551 4 

339 8 


£. s. d. 
1 10 
1 
1 10 10 
1 8 


Remaining in Store 31stl 

Dec, 1837 .... J 

Add Pawned 1838 . . 

Total . . . 
Deduct taken out of Store 1 
1838 } 

Remaining in Store 31st) 
Dec, 1838. . . .} 


3,125 

4,168 


9J.809 
109,335 


3,792 7 2 
4,373 8 


• • 


7,293 

3,774 


204,144 
110,643 


8,165 15 2 
4,425 14 5 


3,519 


93,501 


3,740 9 
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Pledging Department. 


Number 
of Articles. 


Amount lent. 


Average 

Amount lent 

<m each. 


Pawned . ♦ 
Renewed . 

Totiil . . 


1,220,692 
241,130 


Francs. 

18,576,020 

5,763,827 


£. *. d. 
743,040 16 8 
230,553 1 8 


£. *. a. 

12 2 
10 9£ 


1,461,822 


24,339,827 


973,593 18 4 


• • 


lteleasing Department. 


Number 
of Articles. 


Amount received. 


Average 
Amount re- 
ceived on 
each Pawn. 


Redeemed . 
Renewed . 
Sold by Auction . 

Total . . 


1,090,119 

241,130 

93,178 


Francs. 

16,362,143 

5,763.827 

1,641,575 


£. *. d. 

654,485 15 

230,553 1 8 

65,663 


£. s. d. 
12 
10 9| 
13 Ai 


1,429,427 


23,767,545 


950,701 16 8 


• • 



State of the Magazine or Stores of Pawned Goods 3lst December, 1840. 





Number 
of Articles. 


Value. 


Remaining in Store on 31st) 
Pawned in 1840 .... 

Sent out of Store, redeemed,] 
renewed, or sold . » . j 

Remaining in Store 31stl 
Dec, 1840 .... J 


800,347 
1,461,822 


Francs. 
15,311,359 

24,339,847 


£. s. d. 
612,456 7 6 

973,593 18 4 


2,262,169 
1,429,427 


39,651,206 
23,767,545 


1,586,050 5 10 
850,701 16 8 


832,742 


15,883,661 


735,348 9 2 



Connected with the Paris Mont de P.ete, there are four depots in 
different quarters of the city for receiving pledges, and those articles are 
deposited once a-week in the principal "Magasins" in the Rue de Blanc 
Manteau. 

These smaller depots are managed by agents (commissionaires) who 
have a certain profit on the transaction. This is reasonable, as persons 
at remote parts of the city are saved much time and trouble, and they 
have the option of going to head quarters if they please, and of thus 
saving the commission. 

The following table will show the proportion of the transactions by the 
public at the principal magasins, and by the commissionaires, in 1839 : — 
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By tli 


e Pulilic. 


By Commission. 


Total. 


Total in 
Biitish Currency. 




Articles. 


Amount. 


Articles. 1 Amount. 


Articles. 


Amount. 


Pawned . 
Renewed . 


104,627 
89,656 


Francs. 
4,140,924 
2,751,365 


1,070,700 
135,351 


Francs. 
14,113,742 
2.605,237 


1,175,327 
2i5,007 


Francs 
18,254,066 
5,356,602 


£. s. d. 
730, 186 12 9 
214,264 1 8 


Total . . 


194,283 


6,892,289 


1,206,051 


16,718,979 


1,400,334 


23,611,208 


944,450 14 5 


Released . 


539,196 


11,237,619 


718,778 


9,813,445 


1,257,974 


21,051,064 


842,042 11 2 



This statement will explain the advantage and accommodation which 
these depots afford in a large city like Paris. The proportions of the 
transactions are as follows : — 

In every 100 pawns, 9 ave by the public, 91 by commission. 
„ 100 renewals, 40 are by the public, 60 by commission. 
„ 100 releases, 44 aie by the public, 56 by commission. 

From this statement, it appears that the first transaction is usually 
carried on at the branch establishments, which seems to indicate that 
the central dep6t is not situated in a quarter much frequented by the 
parties who usually have recourse to pawning, and that the improvidence 
or necessity which urges them to that course prompts them to act with 
precipitation, and to obtain the desired sum at the nearest dep6t, without 
considering the economy of applying to the central dep6t; while, on 
the other hand, a large proportion of the renewals and releases, which 
must be made by the same individuals or by persons of the same class, 
are made at the central dep<5t, the motives for precipitation being removed, 
and a spirit of thrift being caused by the possession of the means of 
repayment. The poor, who will be often prodigal to the last degree in 
the wasteful expenditure of a week's wages, generally haggle for a half- 
penny in the purchase of an article necessary to the comfort or respect- 
ability of themselves or their family. This spirit is exemplified, but in 
a more satisfactory manner, in the above statement. The daily transac- 
tions in 1839 were as follows : — 





By the Public. 


By Commission. 


Total in 
Britisli Cuirency 


Articles. 


Amount. | Articles. 


Amount. 


Pledges 
Renewals . 
Releases 

Total . . 


341 

293 

1,232 


Francs. 
13,532 

8,991 
23,250 


3,499 

442 
1,598 


Francs. 

46,123 

8,514 

19,74s 


£. .1. d. 
2,386 4 

700 4 
1,719 18 4 

4,806 6 4 


1,866 


45,773 


5,539 


74,3-5 



On Mondays and Tuesdays there is rather more business done in the 
pawning department than on other days. On Wednesdays, Thursdays, 
and Fridays there is little variation ; but on Saturday and Sunday mornings 
the releases are generally double those of any other day. This corrobo- 
rates what has been frequently stated that a great number of poor persons 
pawn their Sunday clothing in the early part of the week, and take them 
out on Saturday ; and that it is done for weeks in succession there can 
be little doubt. What a strong ground this is for the Mont de Pi<?te' 
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system in Great Britain, which would relieve the poor from the oppressive 
charge for duplicates or tickets ! 

Here I shall, I trust, be excused for repeating a statement which I 
made at Glasgow last year. I ascertained that the paupers' pence 
charged by the pawnbrokers in the county of Armagh for tickets, within 
twelve months, exceeded the whole of the grants to dispensaries by the 
sum of 132?. 17s. 6d.:— 

£. s. d. 
Paupers' pence being. . . . 926 
County grants to dispensaries . 793 2 6 

£132 17 
and the estimated profits of pawnbrokers within the same county, after 
paying the cost of printing tickets, and deducting six per cent, for interest 
on their capital, exceed the whole of the grand jury presentments for 
charitable purposes by the sum of 260/. 10*. 4d. — 

£. s. <l. 

The estimated profits being 2,046 14 2 

£. s. d. 
Grand Jury presentments to 15 dispensaries . 793 2 6 

County Infirmary 593 3 1 

District Lunatic Asylum 999 18 3 

2,386 3 10 

£260 10 4 



The interest charged by the Mont de Piete" of Paris is nine per cent., 
and half per cent, to the valuator at the time of releasing. 

The number of watches in the magazine is generally from 250,000 to 
300,000, and when I last visited the place there were 6,000 mattrasses 
in store, at which time they had refused to receive any more of this 
article. In 1839, 195,541 francs, or 7,821/. 13s. 4d. were given to 
the support of the hospitals. 

I am unable to give any information concerning the Mont de Piete at 
Naples, not having met any of the directors when I visited the institu- 
tion ; and the clerks whom I saw there were unwilling to afford me any 
account of their operations, in the absence of their superior officers. At 
Lyons I received much attention from the secretary, who promised to 
forward the annual report when published ; but I regret to say that it 
has not yet reached me. 

In conclusion, I beg to state, that the more I see of these benevolent 
institutions the more I am convinced of their being applicable to Great 
Britain ; and that should they be generally introduced into this country, 
the evils of pawnbroking will be greatly diminished, and the poor mate- 
rially benefited. 
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